
 
NUNTIUS || So Here’s to 2023 by Lori Collins, Admissions Coord. 

 

It never fails. Every time something in my life is uncertain or painful, I worry. 
I’m a worrier. I struggle daily with letting go of my fears. Every season arrives with 
new commitments, trials, and challenges to be faced and I so often forget to come to 
God in prayer first. I eventually catch myself halfway down the worry spiral and I am 
gently reminded to pause and accept God’s grace and peace.  
 
 Did you know the Bible encourages us 365 times not to be anxious? I imagine 
God designed that with the intention that we could find a daily reminder to trust Him 
as we work our way through the year. One particular passage is on my mind today.  
 
Philippians 4:4-9 ESV 

Rejoice in The Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me – practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you.  
 

This passage is so beautiful and so wise. Sit and soak in its truth and let it 
change you. In lieu of a New Year’s resolution, I will be meditating on Philippians 4 
and letting it guide me in what to do when I start letting fear and anxiety get the best 
of me. 
 



 I am so grateful for The Academy of Classical Christian Studies. Being on 
campus every day for work is therapeutic for a worrier like me. I feel God’s love when 
I sing the Venite at Matins. I experience His grace before lunch in prayer. I 
particularly like the section where we say “Bless the work we have begun. Make good 
its defects and let us finish it in a way that pleases you. Grant this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” If I would’ve written it, it would say “God please bless this hot mess 
express”. I see and hear God’s joy when our sweet, tiny scholars sing Jubilate Deo at 
the top of their lungs at Evensong. I am often reminded (and convicted) by my 
children who daily have God’s praise on their lips and His Word in their hearts. 
 

The Academy is a place where our children are taught to make a habit of prayer 
and worship throughout each day. It’s a place where teachers see every child as an 
image bearer of God to be cherished and prayed over and encouraged. The Academy 
is a place where children learn to do as Paul encouraged in Philippians 4, to think on 
all that is true, good and beautiful. And as they are experiencing this rich tradition, I 
am blessed to tag along.  
 
 As I learn and grow, I am realizing that my worrying ignores the evidence of 
God’s faithfulness, which is silly when there is so much evidence around for us to 
behold! Over and over, I have witnessed His faithfulness to my family. My days in 
Admissions are filled with stories from Academy families proclaiming His goodness. 
If the walls of Veritas Hall or the new District Gym could talk, or South campus 
classrooms or Midtown Science Labs, they would tell of all the ways God is faithful. 
The evidence is clear. 

 
So, here’s to a 2023 that is defined by faith and not fear for all of us in this 

beautiful, humble, and imperfect community. I pray every single one of us experiences 
renewed trust in The Lord and that the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, guards our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
 


